
Your Guide to the Cultural Heritage of Carlsbad 
 
 
Learn about Carlsbad, New Mexico: 
Curriculum. 

Our Cultural Heritage of Carlsbad, New Mexico 

Curriculum Standards 

• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2  
• Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.  
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.3  
• Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, 

how interest rates are raised or lowered).  
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4  
• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains 

related to history/social studies.  
• CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7  
• Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and 

digital texts. 

 

After this lesson, students will understand the basic components of cultural heritage 
and be able to: 

• define 'cultural heritage' 
• distinguish between tangible and intangible cultural heritage  
• outline the importance of cultural heritage  
• list examples of cultural heritage in Carlsbad, New Mexico 
• apply knowledge gained by expressing through a creative artwork 

 
 
Background Information 

Culture is a shared set of practices and traditions that characterize a society or group of people. 
Culture can include clothing, food, traditions, ceremonies, spiritual practices and beliefs, 
language, family structure, and communication styles. Cultural Heritage Cultural Heritage is an 
expression of the ways of living developed by a community and passed on from generation to 
generation, including customs, practices, places, objects, artistic expressions and values. 
Cultural Heritage is often expressed as either Intangible or Tangible Cultural Heritage (ICOMOS, 
2002).  



As part of human activity Cultural Heritage produces tangible representations of the value 
systems, beliefs, traditions and lifestyles. As an essential part of culture as a whole, Cultural 
Heritage, contains these visible and tangible traces form antiquity to the recent past.  
 
Cultural Heritage is a wide concept. We prefer to concentrate on the similarities between the 
various heritage sectors, instead of on their differences.  

Cultural Heritage types 

Cultural Heritage can be distinguished in:  

• Built Environment (Buildings, Townscapes, Archaeological remains)  
• Natural Environment (Rural landscapes, Coasts and shorelines,  Agricultural heritage)  
• Artifacts (Books & Documents, Objects, Pictures) 
• Culture (industry, music, dance, food, traditions, celebrations) 

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What does the cultural heritage in Carlsbad, New Mexico look like?  

OBJECTIVES/PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS: Participants will create an original art piece to 
depict an element of the heritage or culture of Carlsbad, New Mexico. The piece can depict the 
built environment, natural environment, artifacts, and/or culture, or other elements of their 
choosing to communicate and share. Participants will gain exposure to the Heritage and culture 
of Carlsbad, New Mexico  

SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE: Culture is a shared set of practices and traditions that characterize a 
society or group of people. Culture can include clothing, food, traditions, rituals, ceremonies, 
spiritual practices and beliefs, language, family structure, and communication styles. 
Celebrating a diversity of cultural traditions promotes tolerance and understanding. Plus, it’s 
fun to learn about our own culture, heritage, and traditions.  

MATERIALS: 

• Carlsbad, New Mexico Heritage research sheet 
• Artist supplies  

PROCEDURE:   

1. Define cultural heritage. Explain that culture is a shared set of practices and traditions 
that characterize a society or group of people. Culture can include clothing, food, 
traditions, rituals, ceremonies, spiritual practices and beliefs, language, and 
communication styles. As well as the built and natural environments. 

2. Explain the difference between Tangible & Intangible Heritage,  
a. Tangible referring to exclusively to the monumental remains of cultures like 

artifacts, buildings or landscapes.  



b. Intangible heritage includes voices, values, traditions, oral history. Popularly this 
is perceived through cuisine, clothing, forms of shelter, traditional skills and 
technologies, religious ceremonies, performing arts, storytelling. Tangible 
heritage is bound with the intangible heritage and it is important to preserve 
both the tangible as well as the intangible heritage. 

3. Have students brainstorm and generate a list of tangible heritage items in Carlsbad. 
Capture on whiteboard or poster paper. 

4. Have students brainstorm and generate a list of the intangible cultural aspects of our 
town. Capture on white board or poster paper. 

5. Have participants research the heritage, history, culture, and traditions of  Carlsbad, 
New Mexico and complete the Carlsbad, New Mexico Heritage research sheet. 

Day 2 

1. As a bellringer, have students complete the Carlsbad’s Heritage worksheet and tape to 
the wall or whiteboard. 

2. Have a short 10-15 minute discussion on what makes Carlsbad special. 
3. Have participants plan the theme/subject matter of their art piece.  
4. Students create their original art piece. 
5. Students respond to journal prompt.  

JOURNAL PROMPT: What did you discover about the cultural heritage of Carlsbad, New 
Mexico?  

EVALUATION: Did participants complete research on Carlsbad, New Mexico? Did students share 
the meaning of what they learned? Did students create an art piece reflecting the heritage of 
Carlsbad, New Mexico?  

RELATED ACTIVITIES: Have participants research the origins of a cultural tradition. Invite a 
dance group or a music group to do a traditional performance at. Arrange a field trip to a local 
restaurant featuring food from another country or culture. Arrange a field trip to a music, 
dance, or theater performance. Arrange a field trip to a museum.  



  



Carlsbad New Mexico’s Cultural Heritage Research Guide 

Your mission is to find answers to the following questions: What is unique, different, or interesting about 
our community? Why did we become a community? What explains why humans in your community think 
and act the way they do?  

Use the following websites to research different aspects of the cultural heritage of our community. 
https://www.cityofcarlsbadnm.com/, https://www.developcarlsbad.org/, 
https://www.nps.gov/cave/index.htm, http://www.carlsbadchamber.com/, 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlsbad,_New_Mexico 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. When was Carlsbad, New Mexico founded?  

2. Who founded the town of Carlsbad, New Mexico? 

3. Why was the town of Carlsbad, New Mexico founded? 

 

4. What was the original industry in the town? 

5. What is something people visiting the town would like to see? 

6. What is something people visiting the town would like to do? 

7. Is there a particular food item or cuisine we are known for? 

8. How has industry changed in Carlsbad over the past 100 years? 

 

 

9. Identify 5 special tangible places or landmarks in our town. 

1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   

 



 

10. Identify 5 special intangible aspects of our culture.  

1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   

A: List 3 things you learned that is unique, different, or interesting about our community. 

1.  
2.  
3.  

 

 

B: Based on your research, why do you think Carlsbad, New Mexico was formed? 

 

 

 

 

C: Based on your research, how would you say our communities tangible and intangible 
heritage shapes the way our citizens think and act. 

 

 
 


